
Mandatory Reporting Requirements: Children
Mississippi
Question Answer
Who is required
to report?

Any person, including, but not limited to, any:
Attorney;
Physician;
Dentist;
Intern;
Resident;
Nurse;
Psychologist;
Social worker;
Family protection worker;
Family protection specialist;
Child caregiver;
Minister;
Law enforcement officer; or
Public or private school employee.

When is a report
required and
where does it
go?

When is a report required?

When there is reasonable cause to suspect that a child is a neglected child, an abused child, or a victim of
commercial sexual exploitation or human trafficking. 

Mississippi case law explains that “[t]he duty to report suspected child abuse attaches to an
individual the moment they are presented with a situation producing ‘reasonable cause’ for such
suspicion. Hence, the standard for reporting is possessing suspicion of child abuse that is founded
upon reasonable cause.” Howe v. Andereck, 882 So. 2d 240, 244 (Miss. Ct. App. 2004), cert. denied,
882 So.2d 772 (Miss. 2004).

Where does it go?

If it is a life-threatening emergency, call the local law enforcement agency or 911.
The Mississippi Abuse, Neglect, and Exploitation Reporting System - Centralized Intake, Department of
Human Services (1-800-222-8000 or 601-432-4570) or the online referral system: 
https://reportabuse.mdcps.ms.gov/
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What definitions
are important to
know?

“Abused child” means a child whose parent, guardian or custodian or any person responsible for his care
or support, whether legally obligated to do so or not, has caused or allowed to be caused, upon the child,
sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, commercial sexual exploitation, emotional abuse, mental injury,
non-accidental physical injury or other maltreatment. It also means a child who is or has been trafficked
within the meaning of the Mississippi Human Trafficking Act by any person without regard to the
relationship of the person to the child. However, physical discipline, including spanking, performed on a
child by a parent, guardian or custodian in a reasonable manner shall not be deemed abuse.
“Child” or “youth” means any person who has not reached his 18t h birthday. A child who has not
reached his 18th birthday and is on active duty for a branch of the armed services or is married is not
considered a “child” or “youth.”
“Neglected child” means a child: (i) whose parent, guardian or custodian or any person responsible for
his care or support, neglects or refuses, when able so to do, to provide for him proper and necessary care
or support, or education as required by law, or medical, surgical, or other care necessary for his
well-being; however, a parent who withholds medical treatment from any child who in good faith is under
treatment by spiritual means alone through prayer in accordance with the tenets and practices of a
recognized church or religious denomination by a duly accredited practitioner thereof shall not, for that
reason alone, be considered to be neglectful under any provision of this chapter; or (ii) who is otherwise
without proper care, custody, supervision or support; or (iii) who, for any reason, lacks the special care
made necessary for him by reason of his mental condition, whether the mental condition is having mental
illness or having an intellectual disability; or (iv) who, for any reason, lacks the care necessary for his
health, morals or well-being.
“Sexual abuse” means obscene or pornographic photographing, filming or depiction of children for
commercial purposes, or the rape, molestation, incest, prostitution or other such forms of sexual
exploitation of children under circumstances which indicate that the child’s health or welfare is harmed or
threatened.

What timing and
procedural
requirements
apply to reports?

Must make the oral report immediately by telephone or otherwise, followed as soon as possible by a
written report to the Mississippi Department of Human Services.

What
information
must a report
include?

The name and address of the child;
The name and address of the child’s parents or persons responsible for the child’s care, if known;
The child’s age;
The nature and extent of the child’s injuries, including any evidence of previous injuries; and
Any other information that might be helpful in establishing the cause of the injury and the identity of the
perpetrator.

Anything else I
should know?

Willful failure to report suspected child abuse or neglect (if found guilty) shall result in punishment of a
fine of up to $5,000 or imprisonment for up to 1 year, or both.
The identity of the reporting party shall not be disclosed to anyone other than law enforcement officers or
prosecutors without an order from the appropriate youth court. Notwithstanding the confidentiality of the
reporter's identity under this section, the Department of Child Protection Services may disclose a



reporter's identity to the appropriate law enforcement agency or prosecutor if the department has reason
to suspect the reporter has made a fraudulent report, and the Department of Child Protection Services
must provide to the subject of the alleged fraudulent report written notification of the disclosure.
Any attorney, physician, dentist, intern, resident, nurse, psychologist, social worker, family protection
worker, family protection specialist, child caregiver, minister, law enforcement officer, school attendance
officer, public school district employee, nonpublic school employee, licensed professional counselor or
any other person participating in the making of a required report pursuant to Section 43-21-353
[Reporting Abuse or Neglect] or participating in the judicial proceeding resulting therefrom shall be
presumed to be acting in good faith. Any person or institution reporting in good faith shall be immune
from any liability, civil or criminal, that might otherwise be incurred or imposed.

Statutory
citation(s):

Miss. Code Ann. §§ 43-21-105, 43-21-353, 43-21-355.
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